Pittstown Historical Society Awarded Two Grants for
the Study of 25 Historic Farmsteads in Pittstown

The Pittstown Historical Society (PHS) is proudattmounce that we have been awarded two
grants, totaling $13,250. The Preservation Leadu¢Y& awarded the PHS $8,000 and the Hudson
River Valley Greenway awarded us $5,250. Both granill help fund the same project, to
document and assess 25 historic farmsteads itdwitis

Jessie Ravage, a historic preservation consulgiitcommence work in the spring on a
“cultural resource survey” of the 25 historic fateesds. Ravage’s work will include documentation
of the farmsteads, interviews with landowners askarch of historic agricultural records. The PHS
will provide her with supplemental information drethistory of Pittstown.

The farmsteads in the study generally include aty evelling, representative of Federal,
Greek Revival, or Victorian era architecture armbaplement of outbuildings specific to period and
agricultural purpose. Hay barns, sheep, pig andrdihestock barns, corn cribs, silos, dairy sheds
and ice houses form will all be documented. Thesklings form a complex of structures that were
integral to family farming throughout multiple geagons. The Button farm featured in this issue is
an excellent example of one of Pittstown’s histéaiensteads.

The PHS sought the funding because it recognizatttte farmsteads of Pittstown, which
date from the late 1Bto late 18' centuries, are a threatened resource.

Historically, agriculture has been the principl@dause in Pittstown, defining the town’s
cultural and economic character. The farmsteads hamtributed to our scenic and historic sense of
place. They are also vital assets to the localragwbnal economies.

But the number of active farms in Pittstown haslided substantially in recent years.
Economic and technological changes in agricultuais, well as the pressure of suburban
development, have resulted in significant alteretito the farmsteads. While some of the historic
structures have been adaptively re-used, manyfalea into disuse and ill repair, or have been los
altogether.

After the surveys are completed in the fall, theSPktends to publish the results for
educational and archival purposes.

Note: The PHS would like to thank the Town of Rawsn for its assistance in the submission
of the grants.

Help Wanted: The PHS is looking for volunteers who would bdling to help gather
information on the history of the 25 farmsteadse Work would entail researching historic deeds,
probate records, census information, etc. No mxperience is necessary. Please call Connie Kheel
for further information at 686-7514.
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